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¢ƘŜ tŀǳƭ {ƳƛǘƘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ DǊŀƴŘ hǇŜƴƛƴƎ 
Official Ribbon Cutting Ceremony with Mayor Rick Kaysen 
September 23rd 1 PM 
 

tŀǳƭ {ƳƛǘƘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ set to open  

  The ribbon will be cut and the doors will open to the tŀǳƭ {ƳƛǘƘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ at the Cheyenne 

Botanic Garden on Wednesday, September 23rd at 1:00. The Garden was named in honor of longtime Cheyenne 

resident, business owner, philanthropist and Botanic Garden supporter, Paul Smith. Because the Cheyenne 

Botanic Gardens has practiced sustainability since 1977 with a solar heated and powered conservatory it was 

decided that the theme of the Paul Smith /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ demonstrate sustainable living technologies 

from the past, to the present. Continuing with the sustainable theme, the Botanic Gardens applied for platinum 

level recognition in ŀƴ άEnergy and Environmental Designέ (LEED) certification with the U.S. Green Building 

Council ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΦ Platinum certification is the highest international 

standard for a green building or landscape.   

The tŀǳƭ {ƳƛǘƘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ be larger than many big city ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎΦ Lǘ ōƻŀǎǘs of a world-

class design by the legendary and nationally recognized landscape architect, Herb Schaal of the firm EDAW, 

along with assistance from partner Mark Kosmos. For his design Schaal received two awards from the American 

Society of Landscape Architecture before it even opened for being innovative, creative and fresh.   

The /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǎƛǘŜ takes advantage of a stone building and stone walls surrounding a courtyard 

long used as the city-wide parks maintenance shop. It was constructed in 1930 through the Works Progress 

Administration (WPA), a Depression-era job training program.  Where there were once garage bays, garbage 

trucks, snow blowers and tractors the historic stone walls now contain a solar and wind powered άDiscovery Labέ 

and classroom that is also solar heated. The design to refurbish a historic shop into an energy self-sufficient 

classroom/lab came from Randy Byers of TDSi in Cheyenne.  

The three-quarter acre site is filled with numerous specialty, interactive landscapes including a natural 

wetlands, gravity powered water works, farmers windmill, solar pumps, sculptures, world vegetable garden, 

prairie plantings, a άSecret Garden,έ art/crafts plazas, historic sheep wagon, tipi village, picnic orchard, puppet 

theater and more. The center of the site features a geodesic ά±illage squareέ amphitheater with seats constructed 

of recycled concrete and a vertical axis wind generator. Many of the sustainable practices demonstrated from  

http://www.botanic.org/
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past, present or future focus on moving water ς including an Archimedes screw to pump water, use of raw water 

for irrigation, drought tolerant plants and hand powered pumps. Children can play and interact with a 

wetlands/pond that naturally filters water.  Other sustainable lessons include composting, green roof, and many 

recycled materials. 

 άThis unique project will result in many decades of smiles entertaining lessons about gardens, the natural 

world, sustainability and even art, drama and history. ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ /ƘŜȅŜƴƴŜΩǎ 

ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴΣέ said Director of the Cheyenne 

Botanic Gardens, Shane Smith who recently addressed volunteers working at the Village. 

¢ƘŜ /ƘŜȅŜƴƴŜ .ƻǘŀƴƛŎ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ tŀǳƭ {ƳƛǘƘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ thrives thanks to strong 

community support and a creative public/private partnership between the non-profit Friends of the Cheyenne 

Botanic Gardens Foundation and the City of Cheyenne. The design and construction ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ was 

funded entirely through the non-profit foundation raising approximately $2 million from donors and businesses. 

With the help of the community, the Cheyenne Botanic Gardens continues to fulfill its mission, which is to inspire, 

beautify and enrich the High Plains through gardening, volunteerism, education, inspiration and stewardship. 
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More photos next page 
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